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MUSIC HALL AFTERNOON 
Report by John Ullah 

 

During a Taste & Tour of the Bartons Arms, one of the customers (Val Comery) 

mentioned that the Bartons would be a great venue to host her Music Hall event.  
However the evening they wanted (Saturday) was not possible, so they decided to hold 
the event at the Great Barr Library instead. 
 

A few of our members went along and we had a fantastic evening.  In fact, it was so 
good that Barry Reeves and I both had the same idea, that we could stage something 

like that ourselves.  How about an afternoon at a British Music Hall, at our club 
venue?  So I set the wheels in motion, and booked the room at the club for the event 
(Sunday 15th December).  I knew getting acts wouldn‟t be a problem as we have so 

many talented people in our tent, and this proved to be the case.  I decided to invite 
members from our twin tent (the Saps at Sea – Southend) which was accepted, and 

they even supplied an act.  And as a thank you to all our members for a very 
successful year, we decided that there would be a free buffet for everyone who came 
along.  The show would be in aid of our charity (Sandwell Young Carers) and all the 

money raised from a special raffle (and collection) would go to them.  In all 100 people 
came along to the show, and I have to say that it was a brilliant afternoon.  Variety is 

still very much alive in Birmingham, and I cannot remember a better day. 
 

As MC I introduced 11 amazing acts, well I say 11 acts because one of the acts was 
called „The Man with no act‟.  He came on stage, bowed and went off again, because he 

had no act (if you weren‟t there, see what you‟ve missed). 
 

The afternoon started with a good old fashioned Music Hall sing-along, and then the 

show began.  Barry Reeves (in drag) was left waiting at the church.  Lozi Lee became 
Max Miller.  Kevin Mac and Dawn performed a duet about Walter, who wouldn‟t take 
her up the altar (“ooh er missus!”).  Antonio Longhi serenaded us in Italian.  Then 

Roger Robinson and the Saps entertained us with an original song, which rounded off 
the first half. 
 

The second half started with Pat Finney floating round the stage with a feather boa.   
Johnny Sorrow was the man with no act.  Mandy Finney was brilliant as Burlington 

Bertie.  Chris Jukes began the Charge of the Light Brigade, and Jean Taylor read a 
beautiful poem.  The two lovebirds (Graham & Phyllis Hollister) despite only having 
eyes for each other, shared a romantic song with us.  Then, topping the bill was 

Wilson, Keppel & Betty.  The amazing Janette Parlett and Johnny Sorrow (as Wilson & 
Keppel) brought this classic act back to life.  Lozi (as Betty) seemed to be doing his own 
thing, but they were all absolutely fantastic.  What a way to end the show.  All the acts 

were then called back onto the stage, for a rousing chorus of „Down at the Old Bull and 
Bush‟. 
 

Thank you to everyone who entertained us so royally, and to the Saps who made the 
long journey up from Southend.  I‟m sure they would all agree, it was worth it. 
 

B.S. The special raffle and collection raised an incredible £285. Thank you. 



MUSIC HALL PICTURE GALLERY 

 



LAUGHING WHAT ….? 
I was recently reading an article about the origin of words and how some words don‟t mean what we 
think they do.  One example is actually the word GRAVY.  We may consider gravy to be a 
quintessentially English sauce, but the word is actually French in origin. 
 

The word was originally grané, meaning „spiced‟, from the Latin granum, for „grain‟.  (This is a 
highbrow item isn‟t it?!).  Anyway, in medieval handwriting, the letter „n‟ was often mistaken for a „u‟, 
which in Medieval English was pronounced as a „v‟.  “Tell  me that again!”. 
 

So really, should we change the tent name  -  Laughing Grané anyone?! 
Mandy Finney 

TALES FROM THE REPAIR SHOP 

By Mandy Finney 
 

One of my favourite programmes on the telly is The Repair Shop.  If you‟ve never seen it, I highly recommend it 

for a heart warming bit of feel good t.v.  People bring along old, worn, damaged items for repair.  The team who 

fix them are incredibly skilled and it‟s fascinating to watch how they mend and restore the much cherished pieces.  

All of the things brought in have a story attached, and the only value that is discussed is the sentimental kind. 
 

In one episode towards the end of last year, a man brought in a small child‟s bicycle.  It was faded and rusty, the 

seat was broken and the pedals had long seized up.  The presenter asked why it was special, and the man said “My 

brother won it, and it was presented to him by Laurel and Hardy, on stage at the Nottingham Empire in 1953.  So 

we just couldn‟t throw it away”.  He went on to say that his brother was 3 years old at the time, and went on stage 

to sing „Baa Baa Black Sheep‟.  Looking at the state of the bike, we can forgive the voiceover person for calling it 

“another fine mess”.  Metals expert Dom at the Repair Shop worked his magic and the sweet little bike was 

restored to its former glory.  When the owner returned to collect it, he said it represents a special memory, and 

that it was good to be “re-united with the Laurel & Hardy bike!”. 
 

Then, in another episode a couple of weeks later, a lady brought in a silver compact that had belonged to her aunt.  

It had an inscription which read:  “Lucy, as a token of appreciation from Fred Karno, Pantomime 1911/12”.  

Known as “the father of slapstick”, Fred Karno was a comedy impresario on the music hall circuit.  His troupe of 

comedians included Charlie Chaplin and Stan Laurel.  The lady said that her aunt Lucy had been one of Fred‟s 

leading ladies.  And Lucy‟s husband Jack was sometimes the stand-in for Charlie Chaplin.  Of course, we know 

that Stan was Charlie‟s understudy, but in 1912 they were both in America, so maybe this is when Uncle Jack 

stepped in?  Sadly, Lucy died very young.  So, for this lady, although the box was tarnished and badly dented, it 

connected her to happy childhood memories when she had been allowed to play with it.  It was an emotional 

moment when, now repaired by jewellery expert Brenton, the box was handed back to it‟s owner. 
 

It‟s amazing that these small, quite humble items, contain such great history. 

STAN’S HAT 
TO GO 

ON SHOW 
 

A new museum is set to open in 
Blackpool in 2021. 
 

Called the Showtime Museum, it 
will celebrate the area’s history 
in entertainment.  And Stan 
Laurel’s bowler hat (or more 
accurately, his derby) will be one 
of the artefacts on show.  Other 
items include costumes worn by 
Morecambe & Wise, and one of 
Tommy Cooper’s props. 
 

The museum is hoping to attract 
300,000 visitors a year.  Maybe 
some of our members will be 
amongst them. 

BONNIE SCOTLAND 

AT THE BALMORAL 
 

A recent episode of ‘Inside the World’s Greatest Hotels’ on 
Channel 5 features the Balmoral Hotel in Edinburgh—originally 
called North British Station Hotel, built in 1902 for passengers 
arriving at Waverley Railway Station. 
 

Laurel and Hardy feature, while on their first tour of the British 
Isles in July 1932.  They were mobbed on the way to the hotel 
from the station and had to be escorted by the Police.  The Boys 
waved to fans from the hotel balcony.  The footage is nice to see 
as it shows the duo at the height of their fame. 
 

Other famous visitors at the Balmoral include Jennifer Lopez, 
Oprah Winfrey, and Michael Palin.  Harry Potter fans can stay in 
the J K Rowling Suite for £2,000 a night.  The author finished 
her ‘Deathly Hallows’ novel there in January 2007.  I must save 
up and go there for a cream tea some day! 
 

JASON WANDBY  M.D., A.D., D.D.S., F.L.D., F.F.F. & F. 



TRIP TO ULVERSTON 2020 
 

SATURDAY 4th JULY 
 

SPECIAL PRICE FOR MEMBERS: 
Only £15 

 

The coach will depart from Erdington at 
8.00am then Colmore Circus at 8.15am 

And leave from Ulverston at 7.00pm to be 
back in Birmingham for last buses 

 

N.B. This is always a popular trip, so 
book early to avoid disappointment. 
See Mandy at a tent meeting or 
contact John to book your place 

 

(Contact details below) 
 

For this year’s parade: 
Once again we would like as many of us as 

possible to be wearing Laughing Gravy sashes 
plus a good show of fezzes or bowler hats 

 

B.S. We will be taking bookings from 
Members Only to begin with 

 

Then from Thursday 7th May if there are any 
places left we will open it up to Non-Members  

(Cost for Non-Members: £20) 

Contact: Grand Sheik, John Ullah      0121 628 6919      j.ullah42@outlook.com 
website:  www.laughinggravytent.co.uk 

NEW YEAR YOMP 
Once again, an intrepid band of Gravy-ites 
donned our walking shoes and headed off for 
a ramble.  To work off the Christmas excesses, 
we began with a few warm-up stretches.  
Then Phyllis Hollister took us on a lovely walk 
around the canals and fields of Knowle.  Then 
it was all back to the Greswolde Arms for a 
well deserved lunch.  Look out for more 
rambles in the future.  They really are great 
days out (and the pace is very gentle!) so we 
hope more of you will join us. 

CHARLIE HALL 

CELEBRATES 20 YEARS 
 

The Charlie Hall Pub opened its doors for the 
first time on 24th May 2000. 

Amazingly, the pub still has the same manager, 
the brilliant Claire Brickland.  Over the last 20 
years we have had many memorable moments in 

this wonderful pub. 
 

So, to celebrate this anniversary the Laughing 
Gravy Tent will have a gathering at the pub on 

 
 

SUNDAY 24TH MAY 
From 4.00—7.00pm 

 

Any members wishing to come along will be 
treated to a FREE DRINK! 

 

B.S. The following day is a Bank Holiday, so 
feel free to stay as long as you like! 

TWICE TWO 
Last year tent member Johnny Sorrow made 
a surprise visit to the Brats Tent of Sheffield.  
So, to return the surprise, Tony Barr secretly 
arranged for John Burton Snr and his son 
John Burton Jnr, to pay Johnny a visit at 
our February tent meeting.  Earlier on in the 
day, Tony very kindly took John and John to 
the Bartons Arms.  They enjoyed seeing the 
pub for the first time, and sampling some 
real ale (now there’s a surprise!). 
It was great to have them with us at the tent.  
Looks like they had a good time. 
John Ullah 


