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WE’RE BARKING BACK! 
 

Two years after its last publication (March 2020), the Birmingham Bark is back.  
And what a time to return—it’s our 29th Birthday.  Looking back at that last issue, 
we were offering all our members a free drink in the Charlie Hall Pub. This was to 

celebrate the fact that the pub had been open for 20 years, on 24th May 2020.  Of 
course this never happened, and we didn’t get around to celebrate anything at all for 

the rest of that year and beyond.  But things are starting to change.  Restrictions on 
how many can come along to our tent meetings have gone, and it was good to have 
over 70 people there in February and March. 
 

This is also the first chance to talk about our wonderful Christmas meeting.  What a 
fantastic night it was.  As it fell very close to Ranj Furhuraire’s special birthday, he 

brought in 100 samosas to share with everyone, which seemed to disappear in 100 
seconds.  Other members also brought in food.  I don’t think I’ve ever seen so many 
mince pies, sausage rolls and cakes etc. in one place!  Of course it was all eaten.  

And combine that with watching Laurel & Hardy on a big screen with a few beers, it 
made for a perfect evening. 
 

Now you may have noticed that I wasn’t at the tent meeting in March, as I had 
tested positive for Covid.  And I wasn’t the only one.  Dave Cooke and Neil Hatfield 
also tested positive.  I put this down to a new variant, Intelligent-cron, which 

obviously only effects certain people.  So I can’t see it spreading through the tent. 
 

In other news, it looks like the Ulverston Carnival will go ahead this year, as well as 

the UK Convention in Greenock.  Lots to look forward to. 
 

So, let’s take an oath, and face our future tent meetings with determination.  “There 
must be no weaklings in our midst.  There must be no thought of failure.  We must put 
our very hearts and souls into coming along.  We must stand shoulder to shoulder.  
And the weak must be helped by the strong”.  If any Laughing Gravy members are 
doubtful of their strength, don’t worry.  Remember, “Any bird can build a nest, but it 
isn’t everyone who can lay an egg”. 
 

Happy 29th Birthday everyone. 
 

John Ullah 



MEDALS GALORE! 
By Mandy Finney 
 

2022 began with the Tipton family reaching their 10 Year 

membership milestone.  They were unable to make the 

January meeting, so the presentation took place in 

February.  As always, along with their medals, they were 

each presented with a gift from the film we had just 

watched.  That night, as it was nearly Valentines Day, we 

had a Love & Marriage theme, and we showed ‘Should 

Married Men Go Home’ (a film many members hadn’t 

actually seen before).  After the film, Roy was presented 

with one of the golf balls, Roger got a notepad and pencil 

(so if they can’t make a meeting he can pop a note under 

our door), and Abbie was given a packet of Malted Milk 

(you’d have to watch the film to know why that’s funny!). 
 

The Tipton family are great supporters of 

the tent.  They have joined us on many a coach trip, do very well on Graham’s Zoom 

quizzes, and always come along when we have a film show at the MAC.  One family 

member who couldn’t be there in February, young Blake, was also an early winner of 

our Flying Deuces Challenge. 
 

This medal presentation brings the total number of members who have received a 

10 Year medal to an amazing 89!  Who will be the 90th………..? 

THANK YOU JACK 
 

It was a real shock in January to 
hear that our local MP, Jack 
Dromey, had passed away.  
Whatever your political 
persuasion, I think it’s fair to say 
that Jack was a great champion 
of Erdington and Birmingham.  
He took us to his heart, and 
worked tirelessly to give support 
wherever it was needed. 
 

Back in 2012 we invited Jack to a tent meeting and 
were delighted when he took up the invitation.  I 
remember being told that he would just be able to 
pop in, and wouldn’t stay for long.  But he enjoyed 
it so much, he stayed for most of the evening!  In 
the Laughing Gravy Annual that year, I wrote: 
He was impressed with how long the tent had been 
running, and he enthused about the broad mix of 
people and age groups in the room—all socialising 
and having a laugh together.  Jack seemed to have 
a good time, and he stayed for quite a while.  He 
even did the toast to Charlie Hall and joined in 
with the song.  Of course he was given the 
customary chorus of “Goodbye!” when he left. 
 

Jack would often be out and about in Erdington at 
the weekends, and would always have time to say 
hello.  He would even ask us how the Laurel and 
Hardy club was going.  He was a brilliant MP, and a 
lovely man.  Cheers Jack. 
Mandy Finney 

RICKY GERVAIS’ 

NOD TO THE BOYS 
 

Members who have Netflix will probably 

be aware that the third series of ‘Afterlife’ 

written by Ricky Gervais, has recently 

been released.  This gentle, poignant 

comedy charts the struggles of a man 

trying to cope with the loss of his wife. 
 

In a number of scenes, Ricky’s character 

sits on a bench in a graveyard, chatting 

to a widow (played by the fabulous 

Penelope Wilton).  Eagle-eyed viewers 

may have spotted that the name on her 

husband’s gravestone is Stanley Oliver.  

Fans started to ask if this is a reference to 

Laurel and Hardy, which Ricky has 

confirmed.  He is a huge fan of the Boys, 

and when asked about it in an interview 

he said, “I’ve stolen from Laurel and 

Hardy all my career”. 
 

Thank you to Mike Townsend for spotting 

and sharing this information 
 

B.S.  Members may remember that when 

we appeared on the One Show, Ricky 

Gervais was in the studio, and joined in 

with a lot of custard pie throwing! 



RE-OPENING OF THE ELECTRIC CINEMA 
 

On 21st January 2022 the oldest known working cinema 
in Britain re-opened after refurbishment.  As some of you 

know, the Tent arranged in January 2019 to see the film 
‘Stan & Ollie’ there when it was released. 
 

The cinema originally opened on 27th December 1909. 
It was partially rebuilt in 

1937 in its Art Deco form, 
where it ran rolling news 
from British Movietone & 

Pathe News.  It also ran 
short films & cartoons.  

During the 1960’s there 
was  a  dec l ine  in 
attendance, due to the 

onset of Television.  This 
resulted for a time in it 
showing adult films. 
 

B.S. The old projector has outlived two digital ones. 

Chris Jukes 

ME AND MY PAL MARTIN 
By Mandy Finney 
 

Looking at the last Laughing 

Gravy Annual, it’s striking how 

many of the articles are 

tributes to fellow Sons that we 

lost in 2021.  And, sadly, 

towards the end of the year, 

we lost another friend. 
 

Members who have attended conventions will 

remember the wonderful Martin Tierney.  Martin 

loved conventions, and being amongst his 

friends.  He nearly always won the Quiz, with his 

encyclopaedic knowledge of the Boys’ films.  

And of course, most of all, he was known for his 

singing.  No convention was complete without 

his rousing party piece, the ‘Wild Rover’.  He 

also used to do a lovely rendition of ‘Matchstalk 

Men’, and an unforgettable version of ‘Donald 

Where’s Your Troosers?’! 
 

We had so many laughs together over the years.  

Despite his strong Scottish lilt, he used to do a 

brilliant Brummie accent, and was forever 

inviting me out for “a curray!”  I can’t believe 

Martin won’t be there for this year’s UK 

Convention, in his beloved Scotland.  I know 

many Sons will feel the loss.  I’m sure there will 

be many tributes to him.  And I for one will try to 

raise the roof singing in his honour.  Martin was 

my dear pal, and I will really miss him. 

Columbo Connections 
 

I was wondering what to write about for 

the Bark while watching my weekly fix of 
Columbo, the American detective series.   

When Columbo was visiting a boating 
lake in the case, I realised it looked like 
the same lake used in ‘Men O War’.  

Another story featured the same house 
that was in ‘Another Fine Mess’ (Colonel 

Buckshot's house). 
 

The episode from the 1978 season, "How 
to make a Murder" features a 

psychologist who trains his Doberman 
dogs, Laurel and Hardy, to kill on 

command using a phone with  the word 
"Rosebud" - the name Walter Long's 
character calls Stan in ‘Pardon Us’.     
 

Columbo was made from 1968-2003.  It 
was made in the same town as the 

Laurel & Hardy films, that is Culver City 
near LA.  Columbo started life as a stage 
play in 1962 before a TV movie 

‘Prescription Murder’ starring Gene Berry 
as the murdering Doctor.  It was so 

successful it made Peter Falk one of the 
highest paid actors in Hollywood. 
 

JASON WANDBY 
M.D., A.D., D.D.S., F.L.D., F.F.F. & F. 



TRIP TO ULVERSTON 2022 
 

SATURDAY 2nd JULY 
 

After a three year wait, it looks as if this year’s 
Ulverston Carnival is going ahead.  So, once again 

we can go on this very popular day out. 
 

The coach will depart from Erdington at 8.00am 
then Colmore Circus at 8.15am 

And leave from Ulverston at 7.00pm to be back 
in Birmingham for last buses 

 

For this year’s parade: 
We would like as many of us as possible to be 

wearing Laughing Gravy sashes 
plus a good show of fezzes or bowler hats 

Contact: Grand Sheik, John Ullah      0121 628 6919      j.ullah42@outlook.com  
website:  www.laughinggravytent.co.uk  

LAUGHING GRAVY CELEBRATES 30 YEARS! 
 

2023 will mark the 30th Birthday of the 

Laughing Gravy Tent 

We are in the process of planning lots of 

special members’ only treats and events 

So, it’s a good time to make sure you have 

renewed your membership 
 

Details of events to follow—watch this space 

RAMBLING ON 
On a sunny day in February, a small 

band of Gravy-ites dusted off our walking 

boots for a gentle canal side stroll. 

A WORD ABOUT MEMBERSHIP RENEWALS 
From our International Executive Membership Secretary, Graham Hollister 

 

What a couple of years we all have experienced, but hopefully it looks like things will return to normal.  
 

During the last two years, the Laughing Gravy committee have taken measures to retain our 

membership, with regular updates and various online activities.  We even offered a free year’s 

membership for those wanting to renew.  A great many of you took up the offer.  And since re-opening 

in August, our monthly attendance has increased steadily from 35 to 72. 
 

The membership fee has not increased since 1993, thanks to the prudent organising committee and 

the continued success of the raffle.  Throughout the last 29 years, we have provided many subsidised 

coach trips, Christmas parties and meals, etc.  And let's not forget the many magazines and 10 year 

membership medals and certificates that have been handed out. 
 

For those who did not take up the free year’s membership offer, we have adopted a very casual 

approach to renewal dates.  However, this situation cannot continue.  So, by the end of April, any 

membership not renewed will be closed.  All existing members will be notified of their membership 

status (either verbally, by email or post).  Thank you.  

“Mr Cryer says ………..” 
 

Comedian and writer, Barry Cryer, passed away in January.  Here is one of the last jokes he told: 
 

An airline pilot starts an announcement,  “We are currently at 30,000 feet.  I hope you are 
enjoying the flight.  Though I should tell you, that because of Covid, I am working from home.” 


